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US-MEXICO RELATIONS 

TODAY



THE  COMPLEXITY OF A 
BILETERAL AGENDA

 Antiterrorism strategy implementation;

 Economic recession in the US;

 Migration flows;

 Immigration reform;

 Drug trafficking, violence & transnational crime activity;

 Local-State threats. Racial profiling;

 Electoral processes 2012;

 Border issues;

 NAFTA. New developments & old challenges;

 Mexicans and Amerindians in Washington State









POPULATION, MEXICO



CENSUS 2010, MEXICO

 Total Population: 112,336,538

 Male: 48.8%

 Female: 51.27%

 Growth Rate                                  1.4%

 Average # of children per woman 1.7

 Illiteracy rate 6.9%



OTHER RELEVANT 
INFORMATION

 Average # of years in school 8.6

Percent of population enrolled in: 

 Preschool 54%

 Elementary School            95%

 High School                      40.4%

 People with health insurance:            64.6%



RELEVANT INFORMATION 
CONT.

 Mexico City. Metro                    19.2 million

 Ecatepec. State of Mexico          1,688 258 m

 Greater Guadalajara 4,095,853 m



RELEVANT INFORMATION 
CONT.

Religion in Mexico:

 Catholics 83.9%

 Protestants 5.2%

 Non biblical Evangelicals 2.1%

 Jews 0.05%

 Non-religious 2.5%



IMMIGRANT POPULATION IN  
MEXICO

 Foreign born residents 0.85%....961,121

 Mexico is the country with the largest number of 
American citizens outside of the U.S. This population 
represents approximately 25% of all Americans living 
abroad. 

 200,000 Americans have their permanent residence in 
San Miguel de Allende in Guanajuato, Mexico



IMMIGRATION









IMMIGRATION FLOW,  
MEXICANS IN THE U.S.





INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS 

 In the world: 370 million in 90 countries (United 

Nations)

 In the U.S: 562 Tribal Governments, representing 0.9% 

of the US population, or 2,932,248 people. 

 In Mexico: 14.9% of the Mexican population, or 15.7 

million people, is indigenous.  

 Number of people, in Mexico, who speak an indigenous 

language: 6.6 million

 Number of people, in Mexico, who self identify as 

Indigenous: 9.1 million



INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS
CONT.

 6.6 million Mexicans speak an indigenous language.

 1,463,094 people understand an indigenous 

language, but do not speak it.

 980,894 people speak an indigenous language, but do 

not speak Spanish.

 5,610,000 indigenous language speakers also speak 

Spanish. This represents 85% of all indigenous 

language speakers in Mexico.  



INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES, 
MEXICO

Catalog of National Languages, January 14, 2008

Among indigenous languages in Mexico, there

are: 

 11 Linguistic Families

 68 Linguistic groups

 364 Linguistic variations



INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES, 
MEXICO CONT.

 1.-Nahuatl                       1.-Oaxaca

 2.-Maya                           2.-Yucatan

 3.-Mixteco                       3.-Chiapas

 4.-Tzeltal                         4.-Quintana Roo

 5.-Zapoteco                      5.-Guerrero

 6.-Tzotzil                          6.-Hidalgo

 7.-Otomi                           7.-Campeche

 8.-Totonaca                      8.-Puebla

 9.-Mazateco                      9.-San Luis Potosi

 10.-Chol                           10.-Veracruz



MEXICANS IN THE US

 Mexican citizens (born in Mexico) residing in US: 11.4 
million

 Total population of Mexican origin (foreign born, born 
in the U.S., born in a 3rd country, and naturalized 
citizens) in US: 31,798,258.

 75% of this population resides in the following states: 
California, Texas, Illinois, Arizona, Colorado



MEXICANS IN THE US
CONT.

 New destinations include: Georgia, Nevada, 

North Carolina, New York, Washington, 

Florida



MEXICANS IN THE US
CONT.

 31% of Mexicans (foreign born), came to the US after 
2000;

 32% came during the 1990-1999 decade;

 20% came during 1980-1989 decade.

 Mexicans have been coming from 3 major states: 
Michoacán (12.6%); Jalisco(10.8%), and  Guanajuato 
(8.8%).

 The Mexican population in the U.S. has quintupled 
since 1980





LATINOS IN 
WASHINGTON STATE

Total Latino population…755,790

Total Mexican population…. 573,000

Mexicans born in the US, residing in WA… 372,000

Mexicans born in Mexico, residing in WA…201,000



LATINO GROWTH, SEATTLE 
TIMES



LATINO BUYING POWER IN 
WASHINGTON

Washington State’s Latino buying power keeps 
growing.

According to the Selig Center’s for Economic Growth Study,

Multicultural Economy, Washington State ranked 13th in

Latino Buying power in 2010. 

It has grown from 9.5 billion in 2006 to 14.6 billion in 2010,

positioning the State among the most attractive Latino

markets despite its size, 755,960 people.

El Mundo Newspaper, 6/27/11



CENSUS 2010,  QUESTIONS 5 & 6

 460,098 people answered that they were 

Mexicans of indigenous descent. This 

represents 1.4% of the Mexican population in 

the U.S. 

 31,197 people from Guatemala residing in the 

U.S. said that they were of indigenous descent. 

This is approximately 3% of the Guatemalan 

population in the US. 



INDIGENOUS PEOPLE IN 
WASHINGTON

Mexico and Central America: 

 10,000   Indigenous workers

 1,500 from Guatemala

 1,200 Mam. (Todos los Santos, Guatemala)

 5,500 Mixtecos

Dan Ford, Matt Geyman, et al. Indigenous Workers in Washington State.



INDIGENOUS PEOPLE IN 
WASHINGTON

A conservative estimate indicates that we have 

30,000 indigenous people in Washington State. 



MAIN ISSUES FOR THE 
INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY

 Immigration

 Language barriers

 Lack of reciprocal understanding

 Legal Systems- Customary Law

 Cultural hurdles

 Distrust of authority 

 Social and political isolation



DAN FORD, MATT GEYMAN, ET AL: 
INDIGENOUS WORKERS IN WASHINGTON 
STATE 

…transnational indigenous migrants from Guatemala and Mexico are 

contributing socially and economically to the sate [of Washington] 

and creating increasingly communities. In order to effectively 

served these indigenous communities, social, legal and medical 

services providers must collaborate with the communities, with 

each other and with colleagues across borders. with cooperation, 

patience, and persistence, we can improve the lives of indigenous 

people, wherever they reside.


